
ANNUAL 
REPORT
JULY 1, 2021 – JUNE 30, 2022

THE PROMISE
The Community School Collaborative promises to provide 
Sleeping Giant Middle School students real-world career 
exploration and enrichment experiences that launch them 
on the pathway to a successful and fulfilling education, 
career and life. 



“My favorite part was the WHOLE DAY.” — SGMS Student

The Community School Collaborative (CSC) once again brought innovative and career focused programming 

to the students of Sleeping Giant Middle School (SGMS) in 2021-22. After a year of modified programming 

due to Covid, we returned to a field-trip model based on the organization’s foundational principles. These 

principles include: increasing SGMS students’ connection and commitment to school and community; 

exposing students to a wide variety of careers; emphasizing STEAM; fostering and expanding awareness 

of post-secondary educational and training opportunities; and promoting life-long physical health as well as 

social and emotional well-being.
 
CSC programming strives to engage students in their education, help them envision a prosperous future and 

start them on the path to finding a career that resonates with them in terms of interests, skills and purpose. To 

better reflect the purpose of our programing, it was renamed “Cougar Career Days” (CCD). The entire student 

body of SGMS, approximately 320 children ranging in age from 11 to 14, participated in Cougar Career Days 

this year. Each grade level experienced two days of community-based workshops that included hands-on 

activities and career exploration. Career exploration is defined as “the process of researching, evaluating, 

and learning about modern work opportunities and how students can pursue the careers of their choice.”

We had some wonderful organizational successes this year. Gina Morrison, who has been a board member 

for the past two years, assumed the role of Executive Director of the organization. With her enthusiasm and 

leadership skills at the helm, CSC is well positioned to continue providing exceptional programming. The CSC 

Board added three new members this year: Lee Watson, Mary Pedersen, and Laurie Nelson-Knuchel. Their 

expertise has proven invaluable in guiding the advancement of the organization. Another accomplishment this 

year was upgrading our website. Checkout its fresh new look at: csc4kids.org 

Our goals for the coming year include enhancing and solidifying the curriculum taught on CCDs, integrating 

a Customer Relationship Management system into our operations, and improving volunteer training and 

support. 

These are exciting days for the CSC and we’re thrilled you’re along for the ride! Thanks for your continued 

support. We couldn’t do it without you!

Yvonne Brutger, Board President    Gina Morrison, Executive Director
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The Community School Collaborative (CSC) once again brought innovative and career focused

programming to the students of Sleeping Giant Middle School (SGMS) in 2021-22. After a year

of modified programming due to Covid, we returned to a field-trip model based on the

organization’s foundational principles. These principles include: increasing SGMS students’

connection and commitment to school and community; exposing students to a wide variety of

careers; emphasizing STEAM; fostering and expanding awareness of post-secondary educational

and training opportunities; and promoting life-long physical health as well as social and

emotional well-being.

CSC programming strives to engage students in their education, help them envision a

prosperous future and start them on the path to finding a career that resonates with them in

terms of interests, skills and purpose. To better reflect the purpose of our programing, it was

renamed “Cougar Career Days” (CCD). The entire student body of SGMS, approximately 320

children ranging in age from 11 to 14, participated in Cougar Career Days this year. Each grade

level experienced two days of community-based workshops that included hands-on activities

and career exploration. Career exploration is  defined as "the process of researching, evaluating,

and learning about modern work opportunities and how students can pursue the careers of

their choice."

We had some wonderful organizational successes this year.  Gina Morrison, who has been a

board member for the past 2 years, assumed the role of Executive Director of the organization.

With her enthusiasm and leadership skills at the helm, CSC is well positioned to continue

providing exceptional programming. The CSC Board added three new members this year: Lee

Watson, Mary Pederen, and Laurie Nelson-Knuchel. Their expertise has proven invaluable in

guiding the advancement of the organization. Another accomplishment  this year was upgrading

our website.  Checkout its fresh new look at:  csc4kids.org

Our  goals for the coming  year include enhancing and solidifying the curriculum taught on

CCDs, integrating a Customer Relationship Management system into our operations, developing

a student/parent advisory board and improving volunteer training and support.

These are exciting days for the CSC and we’re thrilled you’re along for the ride! Thanks for your

continued support. We couldn’t do it without you!

Yvonne Brutger, Board President Gina Morrison, Executive Director

Community School Collaborative
gina@csc4kids.org
PO Box 548
Livingston, MT 59047
406-333-1708
www.csc4kids.org



*The Livingston School District supported 
the Cougar Career Day Program this year 
with In-Kind donations of teacher and staff 
time, facilities, printing and administrative 
assistance. They also provided funding 
from an Advanced Opportunities Grant 
and the Innovative Educational Program 
Tax Credit. The tax credit program is 
funded by donations from community 
members to the Livingston School District. 
These donations are eligible for a 100% 
tax credit. Contact us if you are interested 
in participating in this program. 

We invite you to get involved with the CSC 
by volunteering your time, sharing your 
expertise, or providing financial support. 

Hours students 
spent making career 
connections in their 
community: 2,560

Hours volunteers 
spent working on 
behalf  of  students: 
2,305 

Total number of  
students who 
engaged with their 
community: 320 

Total value of  In-Kind 
donations: $73,854 

Total Community 
Investment in 
Sleeping Giant Middle 
School students: 
Priceless

26%
Local 

Granting
44% 
Individual 
Donations

30% 
Livingston 

School 
District*

Income

Expenses

I learned that imagination counts!
— SGMS Student
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BOARD MEMBERS
Yvonne Brutger, President
Mary Pedersen, Vice President
Barbara Moore Prager, Secretary/Treasurer (Outgoing)
Don Gimbel
Lee Watson
Laurie Nelson-Knuchel (Incoming)
Lynne Scalia - Ex-officio
Todd Wester - Ex-officio

A BIG SHOUT OUT TO OUR DONORS, VOLUNTEERS, LEADERS AND 
ALL AROUND GOOD GUYS! WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!
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AMB West Philanthropies
ASPEN
Robyn Albright
Catherine Alger
Jenny Jo Allen
Julie A. Anderson
Hannibal and Julianne Anderson
Jennifer Aramburu
Mike and Melissa Atkinson
Lauren Austen
Jim Baerg and Laurel Desnick
Kelly Baker
Rob Bankston
Buzz and Dawn Basini
Kathleen and Thomas Blurock
Bobi Jo Boeh
Bridger Ski Foundation
Kate Britton
Bob Brown
Larry and Cindy Brutger
Yvonne Brutger and Dain Rodwell
Michelle Bryant
Ivy Burford
Cactus Blossom Collective
Blue Slipper Theatre
Joan and Tim Cayen
Chico Hot Springs
Kent and Karen Cochran
Ken Cochrane
Diane Coffman
Paula and Scott Coleman
Malcom Cox 
Collette Daigle-Berg
Dan Bailey’s
Daureen Dannenberger
Alicia Davis
Scott Denniston
Nathaniel Dodge
Lynn Donaldson
Andrew Doolittle
Michael Duran
Priscilla and Richard Dysart
Jim Earl
Robin Eddy
Educatio
Deborah Erdman
Fairfield Inn and Suites
Farm to School of Park County
Faye’s Cafe
The Firehall Fitness Center
Friends of PCRR
Forrest Ford
Katherine Gahagan
Gallatin Valley College

Donald B. Gimbel
Green Initiative
Glee and Bob Greenwood
John and Georgia Greist
David and Sharon Gustafson
HRDC Warming Center
Jess Haas
Kristin Hammargren
Rebecca Hammargren
Sahar Hassan
Nancy J Hatfield
Mike Himmelspach
Ben Hoover
Bob and Sue Hove
Charles Hubbell
Sarah Jane
Krista Jeffrey
Aubrey Johnson
Rachael and Ezra Jones
Bob and Stacy Jovick
Michael Kardoes
Jean Keffeler and David Stanley
Sarah Knecht
Jessie Konley
Julie Kuntz
Janna Kuntz
Rob Lahren
Sal and Carol Lalani
Michele and Peter Lami
L’esprit Behavioral Health Center
Russel Lewis
Janet Lindow
Livingston Fire and Paramedics
Livingston Food Resource Center
Livingston Healthcare
Livingston Soundcolor Studios
MSU School of Film and Photography
Kyle Marvinny
Celeste Mascari
Shannan Mascari
David Matlow
Marcia McCrum
Bruce and Claire McKnight
Jennifer McMillion
Laurie Monroe
Montana Science Center
Gina and Scott Morrison
Movement Collaborative
Chelsey and Thomas Murphy
Murray Hotel
Museum of the Rockies
Opportunity Bank
Laurie Nelson-Knuchel
Paolio and Brown Law

Park County Fairgrounds 
Park County Rural Fire District
Park County Search and Rescue
Carol Pazanin
Mary and Don Pedersen
Joe Phelps
Pickle Barrel
Josh Pierce
Emily Post
Barbara and Denis Prager
Printing For Less
Megan Randall 
Aleesha Redmond
Karen Reinhart
Mary Rotella
SGMS Teachers and Support Staff
Anastasia Sasewich
Lynne and Joe Scalia
Lena Schiffer
Pamela Schiffer
JT Schmidt
Mark Schulein and Genevieve Reid
Dale Sexton
Shakespeare in the Schools
The Shane Lalani Center for the Arts
Dr. Christine Hillegass and Tom Shellenberg
Rick Smith
Rabbi Ed Stafford
Stafford Animal Shelter
Kelly Stevenson
Nels Swandal
Teslow Art Center
Margaret Theeman
Nancy Theeman
Kate Todd, in memory of Stan Todd
TraumaRX Solutions
US Postal Service
US Department of Agriculture
US Forrest Service
Jeanette Tecca
The Verge Theatre
Kynsi Tilstra
Dan Vermillion
Don and Judy Viegut
Jeanie and Lee Watson
Jordan Watts
Megan Watts
Walt and Ruth Weissman
Western Montana Search Dogs
Jessica Wilcox
W. Scott Wiley
Tamara Wiley
Walter and Regina Wunsch
Yellowstone Gateway Museum


